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Greeley West’s David Falter named Teacher of the Year 
 NCMC and First Presbyterian Church are business and 

community partners of the year 
 
 
Monday evening, the Greeley Chamber of Commerce and the Success Foundation co-hosted the 
annual Excellence in Education awards and recognition ceremony at the Union Colony Civic Center to 
announce the District 6 Teachers of the Year, Community Partner of the Year, Business Partner of the 
Year, Student Scholarships, and Foundation Grant Recipients. 
 
 
Teacher of the Year:  David Falter 
 

David Falter, a social studies and AVID teacher 
at Greeley West High School, received the 
Teacher of the Year award.  He was one of 15 
teachers from across Greeley and Evans who 
were nominated by their co-workers, students 
and others for Teacher of the Year. In 
nominating him for the award, a student at 
Greeley West wrote that Falter “doesn’t just 
teach us what he has to, he finds ways to help 
and connect. This is why I like and look forward 
to going to Mr. Falter’s class.” Falter, who is a 
graduate of Greeley West High School, has 
taught at the school since 2003. 
 
Teacher of the Year runners-up were Toni Allison 
from Winograd K-8 School and Mandie Lorge 
from Jackson Elementary School. 
 
Others who were nominated for Teacher of the Year by their principals, students and colleagues were 
Demetrius Casarez from Romero Elementary, Shannon Dixon from Jefferson High School, Deb 
Gilliam from Madison Elementary, Tonya Hackett from Chappelow K-8 Arts Magnet, Becca Heinze 
from McAuliffe Elementary, Joe Hicks from Heath Middle School, Dede Huebner from Heiman 
Elementary, Liz Mock-Murphy from Greeley Central High School, Linda Perrich from Dos Rios 
Elementary, Rebecca Quinby from John Evans Middle School, Mary Samuelstuen from Greeley 

David Falter, on right, receives his Teacher of 
the Year award and the keys to a Ford Explorer 
that he can use for the next year, courtesy of 
Spradley Barr of Greeley general manager Mark 
Cook. 
 



 
 
Central High School, Briana Sosner from Scott Elementary, and Pamela Thompson from east 
Memorial Elementary. 
 
 
Business Partner of the Year: North Colorado Medical Center 
 

NCMC was awarded the Business Partner of the Year 
award for its partnership with Greeley Central High 
School. NCMC and Banner Health provided a $300,000 
donation this year to greatly expand the school’s Health 
Science Academy. The donation will be used to create a 
simulated medical clinic for students in grades 9—12 to 
have hands-on learning about diagnostic and 
therapeutic medical supplies and tools, including 
hospital beds and mannequins. Beyond the monetary 
donation, NCMC also provides volunteering and 
internship opportunities, guest speakers for the school, 
and scholarships. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Partner of the Year: First Presbyterian Church  
 

First Presbyterian Church Women’s Ministries received the Community Partner of the Year for their 
partnership with Dos Rios Elementary School.  The church members sponsor school dances, help 
teachers with individual 
classroom needs, and provide 
school supplies. Dos Rios faculty 
described the partnership  as “the 
wings beneath our feet.” Dos Rios 
teachers Lynn Perrich and Eva 
Serrano said the church members 
“make us feel special, help us 
move forward, embrace all 
students, find ways to make the 
impossible possible and are 
forever positive and forward 
thinking. They are ordinary 
people that do extraordinary 
things for Dos Rios.” Chamber of Commerce president Sarah MacQuiddy 

congratulates Kathy Northrop and Wren Lawrence from First 
Presbyterian, along with Dos Rios principal Lydia McCabe. 

GCHS principal Mark Cousins, NCMC Inc. 
Board of Directors chairman Al Dominguez, 
NCMC public relations manager Gene 
Haffner, and NCMC volunteer services 
director Leslie Gann-Exner. 



 
 
Student scholarships for future 
teachers 
 

At Monday night’s event, the Chamber of 
Commerce also presented five local high 
school students with college scholarships to 
pursue teaching careers. They are Yazmin 
Aguilera, Casey Brown, Valerie Forgue and 
Silvia Gallegos from Greeley West High 
School, and Jhelene Shaw from Greeley 
Central High School. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Success Foundation announces second annual grant recipients 
 

During the ceremonies, The Success Foundation, a community nonprofit that supports Greeley and 
Evans schools, announced the recipients of the Foundation’s second annual grant awards. The 
Success Foundation seeks to prepare students to meet the challenges and opportunities of the 21st 
century. The 2012 grant project recipients are: 
 

 Natalie Boyd, University Elementary, received grant funding to support the purchase of 
digital voice recorders for first- and second-graders to use to record their original stories orally. 

 
 Lindsey Mieras, Dos Rios Elementary, received grant funding to support a program 

involving three fifth-grade classes, three teachers and three US Department of Agriculture 
Forest Service archaeologists, to conduct research collaboratively in the classroom and during 
visits to the Prairie View School. 

 
 Debbie Bangs, University Elementary, received grant funding to support a co-taught 

science and literacy unit with students in grades 1—4. 
 

 Mary Ainslie, Franklin Middle School, received grant funding to support 223 sixth-
graders who will participate in ongoing, hands-on science projects related to biodiversity of the 
Poudre River and neighborhood ponds on the grounds of the Poudre Learning Center.  

 
 Elisabeth Williams, Franklin Middle School, received grant funding to support student 

participation in Operation Monserrat, one of several emissions research studies conducted by 
the Challenger Learning Center at NASA. 

 
 Stephanie Hottenroth, John Evans Middle School, received grant funding to support 

sending two female middle school students to Space Camp, in order to promote female 
involvement in the science professions.  

 

Student scholarship winners receive awards from 
Chamber of Commerce representatives. 



 
 

 Jenny Vojik, Romero Elementary, received grant funding to support science projects 
where students will use critical-thinking and collaboration skills to analyze animal and plant 
samples for science research projects using digital microscopes and notebook computers.  

 
 Tammy Hermance, Heiman Elementary, received grant funding to support purchase of 

nine iPads and peripheral equipment. Each fourth-grade class will receive one iPad for 
everyday use, and the remaining iPads will be part of a mini-lab at the school.   
 

 Bonnie Funk, John Evans, Heath, Brentwood, Franklin, Chappelow & Winograd 
middle schools, received grant funding to support the purchase of 480 scientific graphing 
calculators to place  in  all sixth-grade math classrooms, for the benefit of  1,500 students 
across the district. 
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